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. And —— the People ſerved the Log all the Days f 
Jos nu, and all the Days of the Elders that out. 
lived Jos uA, who had ſeen all the great Works of fl 
_ the Lok, that he did for IRaEL i 


H Us far all is well: God had been extremely gracious and 
merciful to Jrael; and thoſe who had ſeen his Wonders, and 7 
had felt the Miſeries from which he had delivered them, re- 
_ tained a grateſul Remembrance of his Goodneſs. But the 
Caſe quickly altered : No fooner were the Men, who had ſeen the Works 
of the Lord, gathered unto their Fathers, but there aroſe another Generatin 
after them, which knew mot the Lord, nor yet the Works which he had ane 
fer Iſrael; and the Children of Iſrael did Evil in the Sight of the Lori, 
(ver. 10.] The Effects of their departing from Gop their Deliverer, 
are deſcribed at the 14th Verſe. And the Anger of the Lord was hot again 
Iſrael, and he delivered them into the Hands of the Spoiler, that ſpoiled then, 
and he fold them imo the Hands of their Enemies round about, ſo that thty 
could wo longer fland before their Enemies. „ Po 
You have now the Cafe of the J/aehres fully before you. I wiſh it 
were a fingular Caſe, and that the reſt of the People of God ſtood clear 
from the like Imputation. If they do, happy are they ; if they do not, 
they have great Reaſon to fear that the ſame Cauſe will produce the ſame 
e and that they likewiſe ſhall be ſold into the Hands of their 
nemies. : | | 
It is but a melancholy Reflection to think, that the Miſbehaviour here 
charged upon the People of /-ael, is almoſt a natural Effect of the pre- 
ſent degenerated and corrupted State of Nature. We receive Benefit 
with great Warmth and Zeal of Gratitude, and we pofleſs and enjoy 
them with great Coldneſs and Indifference ; and too often with a total 
| Forgetfulneſs of the Hand that beſtowed them. This Temper diſcovers 
Itſelf in the common Affairs of Life, and the mutual Intercourſe that Men 
have with Men, Thoſe who are able to help us, are courted and careſf 
as long as we want their Aſſiſtance; are honoured and reverenced wilt 
they aftord it; and as' ſoon as they have made us happy, we begin to 
think they did us but Juſtice, they gave us only what we had a Right to, 
and the Acknowledgments due to a Benefactor, are paid to our own Meri 
and Deſert. By theſe Steps our Succeſs in the World, owing perhaps 
inticely to the Partiality our Friends had for us, and which ought to 
make us humble and thankful, leads us to two odious V ices, very incident 
to human Nature, though very unbecoming the Condition of it, Pria T 
and Ingratitude. | . ern. 
Publick Bleflings make ſtill leſs Impreſſions on the Minds of Mer, NGor 
than e Beneſactions. Very few think of any Obligation ly ing upon Han 
themſelves, for the Good they enjoy in common with their Neighbours. N ſpect 
The Peace, and Quiet, and Security, procured by the Care and Protec the f 
8 tion of Government, is rarely reflected on, as creating any Debt of Ca. Man 
titude to thoſe who watch for us. When Tribute is demanded by thoſe to ¶ them 
wWꝛhom Tribute is due, Men are apt to conſider what they pay, as ſo much by ec 
loſt out of their Property : Whereas in Truth, no Part of our F wo from 
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makes a better Return to us, than that which is beſtowed to ſecure the 
whole, and to maintain Peace and Tranquility in our Days. 

What Miſchief this Temper of Ingratitude produces in priva'e and 
in publick Life, is but tod manifeſt. Every Man al moſt has his Complaint 
againſt ſomebody, who has repaid his good Offices with Neglect and Con- 
tempt, perhaps too with Injuries; and in publick Life one would imagine 
that Liberty was miſtaken for a Right to abuſe the Government; and that 
the Dignity of a free State, conſiſted in acting without Regard or Reve- 
rence to thoſe who are at the Head of it. : 

But the Effects of this perverſe Diſpoſition acting in the Affairs of this 
Life, and among ourſelves, are Matters of light Complaint, compared 
wich its Influence in Matters of Religion. We have all one great Friend, 
if we would acknowledge him; one great Governor, if we would regard 
him. But we are too apt to deal with Gop, as we do with tbe reſt of 
our Friends; we intieat, we beg for his Aſſiſtance, when we are in Di- 
ſtreſs, and when we are relieved, we think but little of him. * _ 

The common Bleſſings of Providence are received and enjoyed by 
Multitudes, who ſeldom or never think of the Hand that ſupplies their 
Wants. The former and the latter Rain, and plentiful Seaſons are a- 
ſeribed to I know not what Courſe of natural Cauſes: But ſuch Cauſes 
are meant, to which no Thanks are due; and this Notion, contrary to 
Reaſon and true Philoſophy, is the more readily embraced, becauſe it fur- 
niſnes Men with the good Things of this World, and lays them under 
no Obligations to the Author of them. St. Paul ſays, That Gop, at 
no Time /eft himſelf without Witneſs, in that he did Good, and gave us 
Rain from Heaven and fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food and 
Gladneſs, [Acts xiv. 17.] But how has this Evidence been attended to 
The conſtant and regular Supply of our Neceflities, makes us imagine 
that we have a Right to them by Preſcription, and that we have a Pro- 
perty in them as Chi/aren of the Earth: Or, that if any thing is owing 
to Wiſdom, it is to our own Wiſdom, in managing the Ground and the 
deaſons to the beſt Advantage; and then forgetting the Author of every 
good Gift, and transferring the Honour due to him, to ourſelves, we do, 
in the Language of the Prophet, Sacrifice to our Net, and burn Incenſe to 
5 Drag, becauſe by them our Portion is fat, and our Meat plenteous. 

ab. i. 16. 5 5 55 

But however, theſe common Bleſſings, which come to all without Di- 
ſtinction, are neglected and overlooked, one would imagine that ſignal 
Deliverances wrought in Favour of any People, and in which the Arm of 
the Lox Þ is made bare, and viſible to every Eye, ſhould be had in per- 
petual Remembrance, and be tranſmitted with Sentiments of Gratitude, 
Honour, and Religion, to lateſt Poſterity. | 

But the Caſe is far otherwiſe ! 

The Hiſtory of the Fes, a People under the peculiar and viſible Go- 
rernment of Providence, is a Series of Rebellions and Revolts againſt 
God, who had frequently and miraculouſly delivered them from the. 
Hands of their Enemies. In their Story, the Counſels of God with re- 
ſpect to them, and their Neighbours, are laid open; and we ſee plainly 
the Reſentment of God's Juſtice againſt a rebellious People, and in what. 
Manner he raiſed the Nations round about them, to puniſh and d iſtreſs 
them, From their Example we may learn to reckon with ourſelves; and 
by conſidering our own Caſe, know what to fear, and what to hope, 


from the Juſtice and Mercy of Gop; for the Ways of Providence are 
_ os: A 2 . unalterable 
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able, and the fame Wiſdom and Jufl: 
governs all the People of the World. 1 7 G _ . = Feuus } 
towards all Nations, though not ſo diſcernab'e and manifi by 125 8 lame { 
Hiſtory of the People of /7ae/. Profane Hiſtor "of ett, as in the 2 
ſtances of Nations ſubdued under the Hand of ee ee tw ] 
from a State of Pride and Sovereignty, to the miſerable © and fallen 
Slavery and Captivity. There the Hittory leaves us I dee, bo 
with the Facts, and the Politicians of the World are buſi ed Gabe : 
Cauſes for the ſurpriſing Changes that have been in che N be, San o 2 
diſcern great Wiſdom and Conduct on the Side of the C ations. Some 
great Miſtakes and ill Management on the Side of the U 2: ee and 
all agree to aſeribe in moſt Caſes the Events and Sue P by 3 and 
the Number and Bravery of the Troops. But! gh eto - the War to 
foory, where the Counſeis of Gop are diſplayed by hi An, 
there you will ſee a plain Reaſon, why the Cebu N. = ere 
moſt wonderfully and miraculouſly from the Slavery of ers e 
again pes 6p 0,2 Bog the Philiſtines, and other es ee 
hem. Had this Story been told 1 | = 
ee een der en ee Darn aer 
ey had no ſooner eicaped out o Sg 
e Fog Pare ems ee eden ta re 
rdering upon Canaan. But ſee ; ; 
_ 885 emely red rg becauſe ces eee 
perity was their Ruin, as it made them to forget the L ˖ 
them. And the Strength which they relied S he; ORD that bought 
them to their Deſtruction, for the bad to Jeal 11 e e 
Kings by the Mullitude of an Hoſt TPfalm : cal Wit him who Jawveth mt | 
tle always to the Strong, j . 16. nor giveth the Bat {id 
ancient H iſtory, Pre, 5 i e excellent Monſ. Ro/lin's WW un 
Let no Man be ſo weak as to jmagi 8 3 3 
is culiar and confined r 3 . 0 e. 
to follow their own Imaginations and that G ee, 3 
the contrary appears in the 1 . t GoD regarded them not; ſor wi 
Account of the Fewih OO 0 os I WER WE have the Ke 
. fo maniſeſtly . . . . 6 ane OY > 
Go ; but the Methods of Juſtice 8 00 vg Pp ets and Meſſengers from Pe 
were left to Reaſon and Conſcience, thoſe = 3 8 55 
to interpret the Conduct of Providence 1 ep news we 
_—_ and Gomorrah deſtroyed by Chance? Noe eee poem | | yo 
eaven, commiſhoned to exti . i e ON 
Wong he Rot Re red bs ths , os 75 ee People, Were . x. 
God, Who had waited in Patience and: Bos rae 7 Certainly not: "But WM 267 
their Iniquity was full, delivered the 4 eee oeGrewy 1 1 85 
what became of the great Monarchies f 47 ” on on 
Toe 1 tote Dicat Gretel by. es Rennhne, thew wen 
be deſtroyed for their great Idolat and C e Prophets, they were to 
have been ſo remarkably fulfilled hs: th eee, eee e 
ſtruction to all Nations, who he Þ *Y are a ſtanding Leſſon of In- 
See Rollin, Vol. VI. pag. as 5 wy , and Hearts to underſtand 
UL. pap: 448-460.) Thus too it we | f 14—226, and 414. Vol. {vc 
of the Frw: ; they were often puniſhed 5 aſt with the favourite People 
ſerable, that they might beck * t id amend and ſuffered to be mi- 
admoniſhed by the Prophets; and tter; they were from Time to Time 
3 5 at laſt Gos ſent his Sox to them; 
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Him they few and hanged on a Tree, [ Acts v. 30.) and having filled up 
the Meajure of their Iniquity, Vengeance purſued them; and ſuch Venge- 
2nce as altonifhed the World, and does yet aſtoniſh it, for there is no 
Miſery lite to their Miſer . We 3 
Final Puniſhments, whereby Nations are intirely rooted out, are of Uſe 
to us, as Examples and Warnings to flee from the Wrath to come; other- 
wile they can do us no Service; for ſhould we ever fall into fo wretched 
a Condition, as to call down ſuch Judgments on our Head, who can de- 
Iver us from the Hand of the living Gop ? But other Judgments,” how 
ſharp and ſevere ſoever they may be, are the Effects of Mercy, and in- 
tended for our Correction. When ancient and late Deliverances are 
forgotten, and have no Effect upon the Mind; when the Voice of Go Db 
ſpeaking in his Law, by his Prophets, and by the Miniſters of his Word, 
is no longer attended to; nothing remains but to apply ſharper Remedies, 
or to permit the People to fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and to 

riſh in their Sins. ——*T'is Mercy to prevent this fatal Evil, how cor 
roding ſoever the Means made Uſe of by Mercy, may prove. The Per- 
verſeneſs and Corruption of Mens Hearts, juſtify the Goodneſs and Equity 
of God, in inflicting ſuch Puniſnments, and they muſt blame themſelves 
ſor not attending to the gentler and the kinder Calls of Providence. 

Perhaps there may be no great Occaſion to juſtify before you the Ways 
of God towards the Children of 7/-az/; we are all of one Opinion te 
condemn their Perverſeneſs and Ingratitude: So much eaſier is it, to de- 
tect the Faults of others, than to ſee and acknowledge our own. 

But are we innocent from this great Offence? 5 5 
Let us conſider our own Caſe ; and ſurely we have great Reaſon to con 
ſider it, now the Enemies of our Religion and Liberty, appear with Tri- 
umph in our Land, and are in Poſſeſſion of one ancient and powerful 
Kingdom united to the Crown of England. 8 

Our unhappy Diviſions in civil Matters I chuſe to paſs over in Silence, 
at this Time and Place; for T mean no Reproach to any Man. And 
without Doubt, our Conduct towards Gop, and our Regard to his Mot 
| Religion, is the firſt and moſt intereſting Conſideration now before us. 

It is well known that the People of //-ae{ were the choſen, the peculiar 
People of God; and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the Nations, by a ſpe- 
cial Providence, directing them and their Affairs. If you conſider this 
as the Effect of Partiality, and a weak Fondneſs for one Sett of Men 
more than another, you injure the Attributes of God, who acts by Vi. 
dom and F uftice in all his Dealings, and is no Reſpecter of Perſons, [ Acts 
x. 34.) The Houſe of Abraham was called for the Sake of true Reli- 
gion; to preſerve the Knowledge of the One God among themſelves, to 
Propagate it among the Nations, and to prepare the Way for introducing 
into the World, under proper Circumſtances, that Seed in which all the 
Nations of the Earth are to be bleſſed, [ Gen. xxii. 18.] As they were 
Choſen for theſe great Purpoſes, ſo whenever they acted contrary to them, 
es 8 to be the choſen People, and were treated as Enemies and 
Rebels. n „ 5 c 

We are apt enough to boaſt of the Purity of our Neligion, and our 
[very imperfect] Reformation. from the Errbrs and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome ; and to flatter ourſelves that we are alſo a peculiar Peo- 
ple of God, and ſet up by Providence to be the Buiwark of the Proteſtant 
Religion, And indeed, if we judge from the many Deliverances we have 
had, when our Religion and our Liberties were in the utmoſt Danger, we 
> A 3 5 have 
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have great Reaſon to acknowledge the Care and Protection of Heaven 
over vs. But remember ſtill, that we too are choſen to profeſs and main. 
tain the Truth of God's holy Goſpel, and to bear our Teſtimony againſt 
the Corruptions which have prevailed over the Chriſtian World, [even 
thoſe in which not only the unreformed Roman Cathzelicks, but the imper- 
fectly reformed Proteitants are themſelves ſtill unreformed ] Lf inſtead of 
acting up to this Part aſſigned us by Providence, we grow careleſs and in. 
different to our holy Profz/72, and ſuffer a Spirit of Irreligion [or a Con- 
tempt and Rejection of any farther Reformation] to prevail over the Na- 
tion, we forfeit our Title to God's Protection, we are no longer his choſen 
People, and muſt expect to be treated as Enemies and Deſerters. 
[Hear the great Sir ac Newton's molt excellent Words, relating to 
2 more through Reformation, out of his Obſervations on Daniel, and the 
Apocalypſe. All Nations, ſays he, have corrupted the Chriuian Reli. 
« gion, ſince its ſetting up. —— The giving Ear to the Prophets is a 
« fusdamental Character of the true Church. — The Authority of Em- 
«« perors, Kings, and Princes, is human: The Authority of Council, 
«« Synods, Biſhops, and Prefbyters, is human: The Authority of the 
% Prophets is divine, and comprehends the Sum of Religion; reckoning 
% Maſes and the Apoſtles among the Prophets. And, JF an Angel from 
« Heaven preach any other Goſpel than what they have delivered, let hin 
« be accurſed, Gal. i. 8, 9. Their Writings contain the Covenant be: 
«« tween God and his People; with Inſtructions for keeping this Cove. 
4% nant ; Inſtances of God's Judgments upon them that break it; and 
4 Predictions of Things to come: While the People of God keep the 
„Covenant, they continue to be his People: When they break it, they 
«« ceaſe to be his People or Church, and become the Synagogue of Satan, 
% who ſay they are Zewws, and are not, Apoc. II. 9. Ard no Power on 
“ Earth is authorized to alter this Covenant. See my VI D., ertations, 


pag. 333, 283. J 


Dur preſent Situation is attended with Fears and uneaſy Apprehenſions: 
And if we look back and conſider from whence we are fallen, we may 


ſe but too much Reaſon to ſuſpect that our Fears are well grounded. How 


has this Na: ion been bleſſed with [a good Degree of] the Light of the 
Goſpe!? How wonderfully and how often has it been reſcued from Dan- 
ger, when to human Appearance there was no Help at Hand ? Scarcely 
had the Reformation taken Root among us, but a Popiſb Queen, made 
cruel by Ws 1 and Superſtition, aſcended the 7hron?, and applied the 
only flrong Argument of Popery, Fire and Faggot, to extinguiſh the Light 
that was breaking in upon us. Not only the civil Powers of this Country 
were in the Hands that meant to deſiroy that ¶ very valuable Reformation 
we then had, ] but they were ſupported and united to the Powers of Spain, 
whole Prince was become a Partner of the Throne of England; who lived 
to deſtroy (not in this Country, bleſſed be God) but in hit own Domi- 
pions, Thoufnds and Tens of Thouſands on the Account of Religion, —- 
Such were tne Powers under which the» Reformation here, fill in its 1. 
Fancy, was to ſtruggle. It is painful to think of the Miſeries of that 
Time; but think of them we ought, and bleſs God for the noble Ex- 
amples of Conſtancy and Chriſtian Courage, left by thoſe he raiſed up 0 
bear Teſtimomy, at the Expence of their Lives, to [ſome important 
'Fraths of his Religion.] Had this Reign been long and proſperous, it is 
bighly probibie, that lig of Spain had left this Country in the ſame 
C ndicion he left his own; where the Inquiſition rules with lordly an d 
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ancontrollable Power, over the Conſciences, and over the Fortunes of the 
people. But God, in whole Hands are the Iſues of Life and Death, 
made Way for a Protefiant Prince/s to aſcend the Throne ; in whole long 
and glorious Reign that [very valuable Reformation, how imperſect ſo- 
ever, for certain very much better than our former Popery,] took deep 
Root; and the Efabl;/oment of this national Church was compleated, 
A Work of great Wi/dom and Pjety {confidering the Ignorance of that 
Age; with the conſtant Oppoſition of its many and potent Agverſaries 
and ſo eſteemed by the Proteſtant Churches abroad: [and even by thoſe 
good Men among ourſelves, who {till greatly deſited a farther Reformation.] 

The Rezgn ot this glorious Prince// was almoſt a continual Scene ot 
Deliverances from foreign Inu: and Difturbances at Home. And, 
notwithſtanding ſhe was diſtreſſed on every Side, by Bu/ls and Cur/es from 
Rome; by Armados from Spain; by Rebellions in Enzland and Ireland, 
ſhe left this Church and Nation { ſo far reformed} in Peace and Security. 
$0 wonderfully did the Hand of God appear in our Preſervation. 

Peace and Security under a weak Government Which ſucceeded, produced 
by Degrees, a Corruption in Prin iples and Manners ; which ended at 
laſt in the Ruin of [the eſtabliſhed] Church, and the Deſtruction of a 
virtuous Prince, worthy of a far better Fate, With him fell wiſe Mens 
Hopes of regular] Order, and { ſettled] Government in Church and State. 
Anarchy and Confuſion uſurped the Throne. [And true primitive Chri- 
fiarity was ſo little underſtood by any Party, that thoſe who were never 
ſo ſincerely diſpoſed to be Chriſtians in earneſt, knew not where to find 
any Standard of ſuch Chriſtianity, among that almoſt infinite Number of 
| diſagreeing SECT'S, which then pretended to it.] . 

But whilſt we were under this thick C/aud, H E who can bring Light 
out of Darkneſs did, againſt all the Hopes of human Probability, reſtore 
to us our former regular, though imperfect] Conſtitution in Church and 
State : Not by Force of Arms, or the Power of Princes; but by over- 
ruling the Paſſions of Men: So that even hey became Inſtruments in re- 
ſtoring theſe B/z/ings, who had been greatly concerned in deſtroying them. 

It would be wronging the Nation to ſay, that this Deliverance at the 
Refiration was not received with great Joy and Pleaſure. The Joy in- 
deed was exceſſive; and, as the Caſe too often happens, left little Room 
for ſober and ſerious Reflections. The Hearts of Men being ſet open to 
the Impreſſions and Tranſports of Joy, ſoon grew ſenſual ; and the Pro- 
ſperity of the Nation broke out into Luxury, and into all the Vices which 
naturally attend it. The Senſe of Religion decayed; and the very Ap- 
pearances of it were ſuſpected, as a Remnant of that Hypocriſy with 
which the late Time had been charged. And if we may judge by the 
Performances of the Stage, which are formed to the Taſte of the People, 
there never was a Time when Leudneſs, Irreligion, and Profaneneſs were 
heard with more Patience. | 

Nor was the Church of England then in any Diſpoſition to enquire 
farther for any true Standard of genuine Chriſtianity, left by our Lord 
for the Guidance If his Church, than what the valgar Latin Bible re- 
commended to them; but contented itſelf with returning to its former 
imperfect State: Nay rather fell into an unkind Diſpoſition to thoſe good 
Men, who, although they knew leſs of Chriſtian Antiquity, were yet 
more defirous of a farther Reformation; which they thought wanting in 
the legal Eſtabliſhment. Vet is it ſomewhat ſtrange, that upon the ſeve- 
tal Reviews of Eccleſiaſtical Matters which have been ſince made, little 
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Party Differences and trifling Diſputes appeared ; inſomuch that there way 
almoſt a total Neglect of many ſuch original Records of Chriſtianity, ſtill 
preſerved from the firſt and ſecond Centuries, as could eaſily have guided 
them into a through Reformation: I mean eſpecially the Principal of 
them all, The Apoffolical Conſtitutions : Which had been long before pub. 
liſhed and'received by two learned Roman Catholicks, Turrianus and By 
ius; and by the latter of them recommended to the Council of Trent, in 
order to be their Autbentict Standard for ſuch a Reformation, and without 
| Recourſe to which, I am bold to ſay it, ſuch a Reformation is at preſent 
impoſſible. And certainly a great Shame it is to the Proteſtant Churches, 
that after thoſe two original Editions, the former in- Greet, and the latter 
in Latin 182 Years ago; after the excellent Edition in 'Gree# and Latin 
by Cotelerius 47 Years ago; all three by Roman Catholicks : Nay even 
after a Greet and Engliſo Edition and Vindication, publiſhed by me 34 
Years ago, and an Exgliſb Edition 33 Years ago; after Biſhop Bewer:idpe's 
Vindication of their laſt Chapter, the 4po/folical Canons, and Mr. Bara- 
tier's Vindication of the Conſtitutions themſelves 3 theſe laſt by Prote- 
ſtants: Not the Roman Catholick Church only, but the Proteſtant 
ws the reformed Proteſtant Churches are till ſo unconcerned about 
them. „ | 1 | 
But let us conſider what Fruit the Nation had of thefe Things. I 
ſhall paſs over all the Calamities of that Time, which were many, and 
mention only that which is the Cauſe ard Foundation of all we fear at 
preſent. In the next Reign then we ſee Popery once more exalted to the 
Drone of England, and working to deſtroy the Religion and Liberties of 
the People; not by Art and Cunning, and leiſurely, but by open and 
avowed Attempts upon our Conſtitution, The Laws for- the Defence 0 
[the Protefian;] Religion were ſilenced by a diſpenſing Power; Papift 
were placed on the Bench, on the Seat of Fudgment, and at the Heads of 
Colleges in our Univerſities: Mens Hearts ſunk for Fear, and the Torrent 
ſeemed to carry all before it. One happy Effect indeed it had; it awak- 
ened Men to a ſober Senſe of themſelves, and their Condition. When 
were put in Fear they ſoon found themſelves to be but Men; and they 
did the only reaſonable Thing they could do, apply to God for Protec- 
tion. The Zeal of the Nation at that Time for [what they thought] 
the pure uncorrupted Do#rines of the Goſpel, in Oppoſition to the Errors ot 
Popery, was perhaps greater than ever it had been from the Days of the 
Reformation, The Paſtors and their Fiacks were equally animated with 
a Conſtancy and a Courage above Temptation. And. the Clergy of the 
Eftab'i/hed Church, under all the Fears and Apprehenſions that daily 
threatened them, maintained the Dorines of the Reformation, with ſuch 
Learning, Ability, and Integrity, [and yet with that great Temper and 
Decency] as did them Honour both at Home and Abroad, [ Though it 
muſt be confeſſed, that towards the Concluſion of that Reign, the Pro- 
fefſions.of the, Members of the eſtabliſhed Church then made in Time of 
Danger, for taking away the Offences at which their diſſenting Brethren 
had long ſtumbled, were too ſoon forgotten when that Danger was over. 
Only the Civil Power thought fit to grant them a Joleration.] 
Thus were the Hearts of the People turned, as the Heart of one Man. 
Nor was it in vain they ſought the Lord; for by a wonderful Series of 
Providence, he del.yered them from their Diſtreſs And we have. ſeen 
for many.Years the Crows upon the Head of Proteſtant Princes, the natur 
ral Guardians of the Religion and Liberties of this Country, = 1 
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If we have made a right Uſe of this laſt Deliverance, let us fear no 
Change ; for Go D will not forſake- us, till we forſake him. But the Pro- 
ſpe& before us, the Danger that draws near us, call upon us to act up- 
rightly with ourſelves ; and not to deceive our Hearts with Hopes that 
Goo will remember us, if we have forgotten him, and the great Things 
dhe has dene foe ] ?7˙“¼ö e 1 
Our Hiſtories will always remind us of the great Deliverances this 
Nation has had, and we cannot forget them; nor did the Fevos forget 
the Wonders wrought in the Land of Egypt, and the Redemption of their 
Anceftors from Captivitiy. The Hiſtorical Remembrance of the Facts 
they had, and we have it. The Charge againſt the Feaus, expreſſed fre- 
quently by their forgetting God, is the ſame which St. Paul brings againſt 
the Heathen World: When they knew God, they glorified bim not as God, 
neither were thankful, but became vain in their Imaginations, and their foolifh 
Heart was darkened, Rom. i. 21] S ESE TIS CHI + LOS 
Do we ſtand clear of this Charge? I wiſh to God we dic. 
Let not me be the Accuſer of my Nation, but let every Man recolle 
what he has heard, and read, and ſeen within the Compaſs of a few 
Years. © Surely the Goſpel of Chriſt Feſus was never treated with greater 
Malice and Contempt by Fews or Heathens, than it has been in this 
| {fill ſuppoſed a] Chriſtian Country. Think not that I am Ong 
a ſober Enquiry into the Truth of Religion: God forbid. But what ſha 
we ſay, for the undiſguiſed Profaneneſs, and even Blaſphemy that has 
ſwarmed among us from {che Pulpit or the Preſs. ] Many Inſtances might 
be given; but [two ought] never to be forgotten. The Ore, where 2 
moit exalted Hymn of Chriſtian Devotion, and ufed moſt frequently by 
this Church, the Je Deum, in which Angels, and the bleſſed Spirits above 
join with us, has been perverted to the higheſt Impiety and Blaſphemy, 
that ever the — or Malice of Mans Heart could conceive. The 
Other, where a pretended Diſſenter, but in reality neither a Churchmar 
nor Diſſenter, but an Ecclefiaftical Mountebank has been permitted every 
Lord's Day Evening, openly and in a particular Congregation, to expoſe 
the Chriſtian Religion, and its: moſt ancient Liturgy, to the Sport and 
Paſlime of profane Perſons 3: and this for no leſs than 20 Years together! 
"Theſe, and other Crimes of the ſame Nature, are indeed chargeable on 
the Authors: But how deplorable muſt the State of a Nation be, when 
Men find Encouragement to provide ſuch Entertainment for the Publick. 
Pudet hec opprobria nobis et dici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli. 1 
Look into common Life (not to pry into the fecret Faults of Men) but 
to ſee what is become of that Senſe of Religion, which once animated 
the People. When Popery was breaking in upon us, our Churches were 
crowded ; and unhappy was the Man, who by Sickneſs, or any real Ne- 
cellity, was prevented in his Attendance in the Houſe of the LoR D. I; 
it ſo now? Is not Sunday become a Day of -Diverſion to the Great Oner, 
and a Day of Idleneſs to the Lirtle.Ones? And has not this been mani - 
feltly followed by a great Increaſe of great Wickedneſs and Violence 
among the lower People? Theft. and Rabbery, which uſed to be ſecret 
Crimes, now appear armed in our Streets; and are ſupported by Num- 
bers ſtrong enough to defy the Power of the Magiſtrate. The unruly Paſ- | 
hons of Men muſt be governed, either by Force, or by Religion. Force 
cannot watch at all Doors, to prevent further Miſchief; but Religion is a 
Certinel placed in every Heart, to guard it againſt Wickedneſs. And it is 
but a natural Conſequence, for Men to grow violent and injurious to others, 
in Proportion as their Senſe of Religion decays, | „But 
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But amidſt this Ruin of Virtue and Religion, one Thing there is that 
ſtill may be thought Matter of Comfort; that the Nation is generally 
averſe to Popery: But it is ſome Abatement even to this Comfort to con- 
nder, that the Fear of Popety is not always a Concern for the Purity to 
the Gaſpel, but a Fear meerly of the Powers of a Popith Church. Thoſe 
who have the leaſt Rellgion, and are grown wild with Notions of Liberty, 
have Reaſon to be apprehenſive of Eccleſiaſtical Courts and Inguifitions, 
under the Direction of Popery. But in this there is no Virtue or Merit, 
though it may be perhaps an happy Circumſtance at pre/ent, that there is 
femething in Popery, for thoſe to be afraid of, who have no Regard for 
Religion. 8 %Fͤĩ ́ñß 6 
| — in the mean Time, has not Popery been daily getting Ground on 
us, by the artful and unregarded Inſinuations of the Advcrſary? and 
by Applications of another Kind; which do indeed but little Honour to 
the Converts, or the Converters? The Price at which a Man may fel] 
| the Proteflant Religion is become almoſt a ftated and well known Sum; 
and there are known Marbets in which a Man may ſell the Fazth in 
| which he was born and bred. Such new purchaſed Proſely ies make no 
great Figure; for this Method indeed has no Effect but upon the loweſt 
People. And conſidering how improper an Application this is to the 
Con/cience, there is Ground to ſuſpect, that it is made Uſe of rather to 
raiſe Recruits againſt a proper Time, than in Hope to make real Con- 
werts. I wiſh we may not ſoon feel the Effects of this Management ſo 
long connived at. „ | 
But co return to ourſelves: To prevent this, and whatever elſe we may 
apprehend from the Danger and Diſpleaſure of God, let us ſeek the Lord 
in our Diſtzeſs ; and by acknowledging our own Unworthineſs, and the 
Abuſe of former Mercies, render ourſelves Objects of his Goodneſs and 
Forgiveneſs. We have but too exactly copied the Behaviour of the Few; þ 
in their Days of Proſperity ; let us learn of them likewiſe in their Adver- k 
| fity, and cry unto Gop for Help againſt our Enemies. Let us ſet a due ; 
Value upon the Bleſſings beſtowed on us, and walk worthy of the Light de 
of the Goſpel which has ſhone among us; that our Conduct and Beha - di 
viour may bear Teſtimony to the Truth we profeſs. t 
[However, one Thing I muſt earneſtly recommend farther, that fince h 
what alarms us the moſt, and is of all Things the moſt unjuſlifiable in K 
Popery, I mean Perſecution for Religion, may by no Means be imitated to. 
by us Proteſtants, This would afford ſome Example, Juſtification, or Xi! 
ö Excuſe to Popiſh Barbarities; which have indeed been ſo many and ſo 
1 great, that even ſeveral of the Roman Catholicks themſelves appear now I the 
to be aſhamed of them. I muſt alſo recommend it ſeriouily to all Pro- mc 
ieſtant States, I mean to their Governors eſpecially, that they be ever I an 
ready to grant all ſober Roman Catholicks that intiie Liberty of- ſerving 
God according to their own Conſciences in Proteſtant Countries, which 
Vue juſlly expect Popiſh States ſhould grant to Proteſtants; as far I mean WW of 
| | as they can peſſibly grant them, conſiſtent with publick Peace. They ac WW w 
our Chriſtian Brethren, how erroneous ſoever, and ought to be invited by WF {iti 
SD our Chriſtian Love, and kind Behaviour towards them, auho are not free fron 
| great Errors our ſelwes, to unite with us in reſtoring that holy Faith, Pric- 
tice, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, which was once, and but once delivered le 
the Saints, by our Saviour and his Apoſtles. Jud ver. 3.] 
And as in all the Diſpenſations of Providence toward: us, it is expected 
from us, that we ſhould make Uſe of the Means which Gop hath pen 
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| our Power, for our own Defence and Safety; let us on this Occaſion, 

with Chearfulneſs, and the Hearts of Men who truſt in Gop, be ready” 
to employ our Perſans and our Fortunes in the Defence of our King and 
Country, and that Conſtitution in Church and State, under which we lives 
ſtill Providence afford us the happy Opportunity of amending the ſame in 
a peaceable Manner. ] Let every Man do his Part ; He who can do leaſt, 
can pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. [Pſalm cxxii. 6.] Every Man may 
reform one, that is, himſelf, and ful up perhaps that Number of the 
Righteous, for the Sake of which the Nation may be ſaved. . 

A a Word, the Time calls upon us, to be ſerious, to think of Gop 
and OURSELVES; and according to the Advice of the Pſalmiſt, with 
which I ſhall diſmiſs you, To fland in Awe and fin not, to commune with 
our baun Heart, and in our Chamber, and be ftill. Te offer the Sacrifice of 
Righteouſneſs, and to put our Truſt in the Lo x p. [Pſalm iv, 4, 5.1 
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An Explication of the fifth Viſion of the Prophet Eſdras. 
Lib. IV. Chap. xi. and xii. Concerning an Eagle with 
XII Great Wings: VIII Small Wings; III Heads; be- 

ſides his Body, and Talons; to be deſtroyed by a Lion. 


Preparatory OBSERVATIONS. 


I. QUIN CE God himſelf, in his Expoſition of this Viſion, aſſures the 
| Prophet expreſly, that it belongs to the ſame fourth'or Roman 
Empire, which was formerly ſhewn to: his Brother Danie/; and which we 
know was not only more obſcurely intimated by Mo/es to come /rom far, 
from the Ends of the Earth, as the Eagle fjeth; but was more diſtinctly 
deſcribed in the Apocalyple of St. Fob afterwards; where we have the 
direct Mention of Tu Wings of the ſame Great Eagle alſo: Our Expo- 
+itions of this Viſion ought all along to reſpect thoſe other parallel Pro- 
oO and to have the chief Regard to thoſe ſeveral Countries and 
Kingdoms, which. thoſe other Prophecies deſcribe, and confine themſelves 
to. Which Rule I ſhall all along carefully obſerve in this Expoſition. 
Iii. 11, 12. Dan. il. and vii. Deut. xxviii. 49. Apoc. xii. 14. 

II. Since, therefore, thoſe other Prophecies of Scripture, diſtinguiſh 
the four Monarchies Geographically as well as Chrono/ogically, and do not 
meddle with thoie Parts of the Romas Empire, which once belong=d to 
any of the former Monarchies: We are here only to tale Notice ot thoſe 
Furts thereof, which are peculiar to the Norzh-aveftern Branch of that Em- 
pire ; without meddling either with Aa, or with the South-eaftern Parts 
of Europe, fo far as they have been ſeparated from the North-weftern ; 
which Rule I have accordingly all along carefully obſerved in this Expo- 
tion alſo. See Eſſay on the Apoc. pag. 258. et alibi paſſim. 

III. The Poſition or Situation of this Roman Eagle, is that of his 
Wings and Heads ſtretched out, and in a flying or hovering Poſture: and 
directed from South-eaft to Nortb. aue; or from the River Euphrates to 
Great Britain; the intire Length of the Roman Empire. His Center or 
Navel is at Rome; and his Heads are Weſtwards; one on the North; 

another on the South; and the principal on the Middle, xi. 2, * 5 
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«TV. Abrvilingy all the Countries on the North of this Faple $ middle 


Line, are here ſuppoſed to be on his right Side, and thoſe on the South on 


his /ef7 „„ 22, 245 15- X11-29; © 
V. The XII Great Wings of this Eagle are diſtinct Kingdoms and 


Governments, within the Roman Empire; of great Activity and Power 
in different Ages ſucceſſively. 1 1," 2, . 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 


22. i. 14, 16. 
VI. The VIII Small Wings, derived from the other, are alſo VIII 


lefler Kingdoms or Governments, as old as ſome of the Great Wings ; 
but moſt remarkable and potent at different Times, after thoſe Wings are 
2, 24, ri. 2, 19, 20, 21, 29, 30. 
VII. The III Heads are III particular Great Kingdoms or Govern- 
ments, domineering and tyrannizing within the Compaſs of that Empire, 
a little before its Deſtruction. xi. 1, 4, 10, 23, 24, 5 45. 


xii. 2, 22——29. 
VIII. The Body of the Eagle i is different from theſe VIII Leſſer Wings 


and III Heads, during all the later Ages of that Empire. 10, 25, 


xii. 3, 17. 
IX. This Body of the Eagle will naturally denote an Empire compoſed 
of many particular alin avec rod united into one 1 xi. . 


xii. 


LE 
X. The Talons of the Eagle will naturally 280 two other King. 
doms or Governments, the one on the right, the oker on the left Side, 
more cruel and griping than any of the Small Wings. xi. 45. 

XI. The Time here belonging to every one of the XII Great Wings, 
is not that of their intire Duration, but of their ævafching, or of their ac. 
tive and powerful Condition only. xi. 4, 7, 8. xii. 22. 

XII. The mighty Cry upon the Danger this Eagle is here erte to 
have been in of periſhing, after two of his great Wings were gone, which 
he eſcaped ; muſt be that terrible Noiſe and Shouting that was made on 
the Inundation of the barbarous Nations, which after A. D. 375, and 
after the End of the Roman Cæſars; in the fourth and fiſth Centuries at- 
racked, and went near to overthrow the Roman Empire; but which Over- 


throw that Empire then eſcaped, No other like Danger having ever hap- 


pened to that Empire, fince it was eſtabliſhed to this Day. xi. 10. xii. 
17, 18. See Ehay on the Apoc. pag 159, 160, pag. 217, 218. 

XIII. The Luration of the active State of all the X later Great Wings 
or Kingdoms of this Eagle, muſt not be more than half the Duration of 
the active State of the ſecond 2 or Kingdom. 7, x 5, 1 


N. B. The ee n under theſe ee are ſo 22 5 
and jo plain, and ſo eaſily diſcovered in Hiftor 2 that any "Expoſition 
which evidently agrees to them all, can hardly be ſuppoſed other than tit 
true E xpofition. To which C bara&ers, whether the preſent E xpojition 

As thus evidently agree, _ be left to the TOONS of the 3 ive 
| and learned Reader. 


An Explication of the XII Great 2 g. of the Roman Eagle. 


I. The Roman Common-wealth, from the Conqueſt of the Cimbri in 
the North of Germany, <uhen the Romans firft uſed the Eagle as their Ev 
r in the 104th Year be fore the Chriſtian Ara; till Julius Cz/ar Was 


made perpetual Dictator, in the 47th. ws for 58 Years, XL TOY , 
„ 17 


* 
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6, 1 ns; 10 xii. 14, 16. fy On p. 159=16;, 


and pag. 248 252. 

II. The Roman Monarchy ade the Cefars ; ; from that 47th Year, 
till the building Conſtantinople, A. D. 330. tor 377 Years, - [whole Half 
is 1885 Years. ] xi. 15, 16, 17. x9: £9: | 

III. The Roman Monarchy under the Emperors of Conflantinople, till 
its Diviſion into the Eaſt and Weſt Empires, from A. D. 330, to 395» 
for 65 Years. xi. 18. 

IV. Part of the Roman Empire under the Weſtern Emperors, aſter cha 
Diviſion, from A. D. 395 to 455, for 60 Years. 

V. Part of the Roman Empire under che Vandals, from A. D. 406 to 
534» for 128 Years. | | 
VI. Part of the Roman Empire under the Herali, from A. D. 476 to 
493, for 17 Years. . 
VII. Part of the Roman Empire under the Ofregeth in leh; from 
A: D. 493 to + is for 59 Years. | 
VIII. Part of the Roman Empire under the Vifiguths | in Spain, from 
A. D. 583 to 714, for 131 Years. : 
IX. Part of the Roman Empire under the Eau of Ravenna i in lab, 
from A. D. 567 to 753, for 186 Years. © 
X. Part of the Roman Empire under the Kings of Luba. from 
A. D. 75 3 to 774, for 21 Fears. | 
XI. Part of the Roman Empire in /taly under the Franks, from A. D. 
774 to 888, for 114 Years. 5 
XII. Part of the Roman Empire in MANY under the lauen, from A. D. 

$38 to 962, for 74 Years. \ | | 


An Explication of the p 11I Small 2 * the Roman E * by 


I. The Kingdom of Suevi in Spain and Portugal, 1 ©. 82 38 
from A. D. 409. . It reigned under Theodimirus and S 22 8 5 
Miro, between A. D. 558 and 593. 328 2 

II. The Kingdom of the Britains, from A. D. 447. NBD I 

It tried to reign under King drtbur, between A. D. S 
515 and 242; © ; | J 

III. The Kingdom of the Saxons, Kc. in E ant 232 5 5 8 
from A. D. 455. 7 88.5842 2 : 

IV. The Dukedom of Sawoy, from A. D. 879. S 883 2 55 


N. B. The laſt State of theſe two is not included in the Reproof of the 
ſmall Wings; as if theſe were not Perſecutors at that Time. 


V. The Kingdom of Leon and Aſturias in Spain, from A. D. 726 t to 
1038, for 312 Years. United to Spain. 
VI., The Dukedom of Burgundy, from A. D. 413 to 1477, for 1064 
Years! United to France, VE 
VI. The Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, from A. D. 1000 till 1504 : 
for 504 Years, United to Spain. | 
VUI. The Kingdom of Hungary, from A. D. __ to 1562, for 662 
Years, United to the Houſe of Auſtria. 


N. B. The two f rft. of theſe four avere to be 1 but avit bout the 

Mention of thoſe that auere to deſtroy them. {The three Heads being nat then 

2 powerful .] but the two laſt æuere to be deſtroyed by fome of © the three, 
Head. of the Eagle aiflinitly: As came to paſs accordinglh. N. 


L 41 5 
N. B Tf it be ſaid that the famous Kingdom of the Saracens or Moor, 
n Spain, is here omitted, I anſwer, that ſuch Kingdoms as were neither 
originally a Part of the Roman Empire, nor ever became ſuch a Part by 
Inſertion and Coalition in Laws and Religion therewith, as did the other 
barbarous Nations, which was the Caſe of the Saracens, have no Pre. 
_ tence to be any Part of the Roman Eagle, and ſo are juſtly excluded from 
our preſent Catalogue of its Kingdoms, which is only concerned with 
the y, the Wings, the Heads, and the Talons of the Roman Eagle. 


An Explication of the Ill Heads of the Roman Eagle. 
I. The Kingdom of France in the Middle, fince Francis the Greats 
A. D. 1515. moſt of whoſe Succeſſors have perſecuted the Proteſtant, 
ever ſince they appeared in the World: Which Head was all along more 
potent than either of the reſt, This Head has already diſappeared ſud. 
denly, in the Perſon of Lewis XI Vth, he has already died, after he had 


been pb vanquiſhed by Queen Ann's General, the great Duke of 


Marlborough, not by the Sword in Battle, but with Pain on bis Bed, A. D. 

1715, in exact Agreement with this Prophecy, FE a = 

II. The Kingdom of Spain on the Left or South Side; ſince Ferdinand 
the Catholick, the Author of the Igaifition, A. D. 1468, whoſe Succeſ- 
ſors have ftill perſecuted the Proteſtants, ever ſince they appeared in the 
World. This Head is to be dewoured by the next Head, i. e. by that on 
the Right or North Side; and this avith the Sword. . 

III. The Houſe of Auſtria on the Right or North Side; ſince the Em- 
peror Albert of Auſtria, A. D. 1438, which Family hath alſo perſecuted 
the Proteſtants, ever ſince they appeared in the World. This Head is to 
periſh by the Sauord at laſt, xi. 1, 4, 9, 23, 24, 29, 30—35. xi. 
22———JO. 5 0 
An Explication of the Body of the Roman Eagle. 

This Body of the Eagle can be nothing, I think, but the German Em- 

Pire, ſince Charles the Great, A. D. 800, and muſt conſiſt of the ſe- 


veral particular Electorates and States of Germany, that are within the 
old Roman Empire, or South of the Danube. xi. 37, 45, 46. xii. 3, 
31, 32, 33. 5 : 

An Explication of the Talons of the Roman Eagle. 

Theſe Talons muſt be two very cruel and rapacious Kingdoms or Go. 
vernments, dne on the North, and another on the South Side, but too ſmall 
to be called Heads of the Eagle; with which they are contemporary. | 
interpret them of the Kingdom of Portugal, ſince A. D. 1640, and of 

the Werberlandi, ſince 1558; both which have been bitter Pet ſecutors of 
the Proteſtants ever fince they appeared in the World: Witneſs not only 
in general the Inqui/ition in Portugal, and the Severity of the Netherland, 
both well known; but in particular the barbarous Inguiſition at Goa, and 
the ſavage Cruelty of the Duke D' Alva, belonging to the ſame Go 
eo ©» | | | 5 


F 


CONCLUSION. 

The intire Body of this Eagle, with his horrible Great Wings, and 
wicked Small Wings, and malicious Heads, and hurtful Jaſons, are all to 
periſh, upon the Approach of the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah, and 5 


rere 


11 . 3 
of David, when he comes to Judgment, a little before the Reſtoration of 
the Fews, [at A. P. 1766. See Sacred Hiſtory of the Old Teflament, 
pag. 431=435-] xi 37, 45» 46. xil. 3, 31, 32, 33, 34+ pv. v. 5. 


N. B. The Reader cannot poſſibly underſtand theſe two Chapters of 
Eſdras thoroughly, as here explained, without conſulting the Arabicł 
Copy, as well as that in our Bibles : Both which Copies ſtand in oppo- 
fite Columns, at the End of my fourth Volume; and may be had ſepa- 
rately at every one of the Places where theſe Propoſals are given, pr. 1s. 
It will alſo be very proper for the curious Reader to peruſe Dr. Lee's 
learned Diſſertation upon this Book already publiſhed ; which is fold at 

ſame Places, price 1s. and his very valuable Expoſition of its VII 
7 almoſt ready for the Preſs, price 15. 64, To which this my Ex- 
polition of the Vth Viſion is deſigned as a Supplement. 


March 21, 1725-6. . William in iſon. 
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N. B. In my Chronological Table, publiſhed 4. D. 1721, I unhap- 
pily followed Ferom's Copy of the Samaritan Pentateuch, in the Year: of 
Mathuſelah and Lamech, which has 249 Years more than the Copies of 
Euſebius, Syncellus, and all the preſent Copies afford as. So that whereas 
the 6000 Years of the World in that Table, and in my lateſt Sacred Hi. 


fry of the Old and New Teſtament, which is accommodated to it, end at 


luther's Beginning, A. D. 1517 ; by this other Calculation, which is far 
more authentick, - thoſe 6000 .Years end not till 1766. See my Fo/epbas 
Digert. iv. F. 6, 7. pag. 65, and pag. 152. And Ey on the Revela- 
tion, Edit. 2d. pag. 322. And principally which is there quoted, Au- 
thentick Records,” pag. 462, 463, 404. With the Sacred Hiſtory of” the Old 
Teflament, pag. 435. 5 5 e 
N. B. That our preſent Dread of the Prevalence of Popery again, 
over the Proteſtant Religion in general, which from miſtaken Applica- 
tions of certain Prophecies of the Lpocalyp/e, ſuch great Men as Archbiſhop 
Uper, Sir Iſaac Newton, and Dr. Clarke, have ſuppoſed, may not at this 
Janctare torment us overmuch, and betray us into ubwarrantable Ex- 


tremes againſt the Papiſts, of which I am ſenſible we are now in great 


* 


Danger; I ſhall here add a Clauſe out of my E/ay on the Revelation, 
2d Edit. pag. 309, 310, to prevent it. Where I having interpreted, 
Afoc. vii, g—17, and its Parallel, xiv. 6, 7. of the Proteſtant Re- 
formation : To which, and to which only, thoſe Texts ſeem to be appli- 
cable, I collect our Security from any ſuch general Return of Popery and 
Popiſh Perſecution,, out of Chap. vii. 16, 17. Where I there draw the 
following Corollary : ** Hence, we ſee the Vanity of all thoſe Fears and 
| © pretended Predictions, as if there was to be a zotal Suppreſſion, or at 
“ leaſt a general Depreſſion and Per/ecution of the reo med Religion, be- 
© fore the Fall of Antichriſt. For we have here, according to our pre- 
** ſent Expoſition, our Saviour's firm Premiſe to the Proteſtant Churches 
in general; (for of any particular Church we have nothing revealed,) 
that, They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more: and that the 
Sun ſhall not light on them, nor any Heat. For the Lamb which is in the 
" Midft of the Throne ſpall feed them, and ſhall lead them to living Foun- 
' tains of Waters, till at ength, God all wipe away all Tears from _— 

a | Hype. 


Ta6] : 


«« Eyes. Which gracious Promiſe, as it reſpects the reformed Churches 
„ in general, to which alone it belongs, has been plainly fulfilled hither. 
„ to; ard ſo we need not at all doubt, but what remains ſhall be equally 
« fulfilled hereafter.” „ 1 


N. B I would here farther deſire the Reader to mind ſome very re. 
markable Obſervations of Bp. Burnet, in the Hiſtory of bis own Times, at the 
Years 1672 and 1685, that the Proteſtant Religion has been very won- 
deriully and providentially preſerved foe, he ſhould have ſaid /x ſeveral 
Times: (1.) When the Emperor Charles Vth, got the two Heads of the 
Proteſtants, the Elector of Saxeny, and the Landgrave of Hoe into his 
Cuſtody, 1547. (2.) When Queen Mary married Philip of Spain, 1 554, 
and both of them zeaiouſly endeavoured to extirpate the Proteſtant Relj. 
gion, by the bittereſt Perſecutions, 1555, 1556, 'Sc.' (3.) When the 
Sganiſo Armado came to overturn the Proteſtant Religion in England, and 
to depoſt Queen Elizabeth, 1588. (4.) When, after the Battle of Prapur, 
1620, the Protefiant Elector Palatine, then choſen King of Bohemia, as 
well as almoſt all the Empire came under the Au//rian Yoke. (5.) When 
Lewis XIVth, overran Holland, one of the grand Supports of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, 1672. (6.) When King James IId, in his four Years 
Reign, from 1685 to 1638, did almoſt accompliſh the Introduction 0 
Popery into theſe Kingdoms; which were the principal Support of the 
Proteſtant Religion in the World. Now I ſay, that as the Proteſtant Re 
ligion bas been thus very wonderfully and very providentially delivered 
fix ſeveral Times already, ſo if it be not our on Fault, by our Obſii. 
nacy againſt farther Reformations, to a prodigious Degree, we may juſtly 
depend upon a like Deliverance now at this ſeventh, and I believe /af 
Criſis, by the ſame Interpoſition of Providence for our Preſervation. Nor 
indeed does the moſt potent King of Pruſſia's late particular Care to pro- 
- tet the Pro:eRants in Saxony in his Jaſt Treaty, upon bis late very great 
and very unexpected Succeſs there, ſeem to me any other than a Pledge 
of the divine Protection and Pieſervation of the Proteſtant Religion at 
this Juncture alſo. | | „„ 


NM. B. I conclude the whole with my earneſt Deſire, joined to my 
Hopes and Belief, that all Chriſtian Princes, ſo called at leaf, will ere 
long lay aſide their unchriſtian Wars one with another, to the ſhedding of! 
ſuch great Quantities of Chriſtian Blood, that even the Turks themſelves, 
formerly great Deſtroyers of Mankind, are aſhamed of us, and publickly 
exhort us to Peace and Unity; and may I live to ſee them beat tht 
Swords into Plough Shares, and their Spears into Pruning Hooks ; and that 
Chriſtian Nations call not lift up Sword againſt Nations, neither learn Wa 
any more, Il. ii 4. As alſo J particularly wiſh, that our own Gover 
nors, both in Church and State, may at length learn to rule thoſe that 
are under their Care, by the Laws of God, and not by the Laws of Men | 
and fo ſet themſelves for a Pattern, that moſt excellent Chriſtian Hero 
the great Grandfather to our preſent Princeſs of Wales, Earnef the pioul 
Duke of Sax Gotha; whoſe Life, publiſhed in Egli by Mr. Phihps 
the late Preceptor of Flis Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, 1749 
J keartily recommend to the careful Peruſal of every Chriſtian Reades. | 
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